
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE CITY OF BLOOMINGTON OFFICE OF 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT WILL RECEIVE SEALED PROPOSALS FOR THE 
FOLLOWING: 

 
BLOOMINGTON ENTERTAINMENT & ARTS DISTRICT  

GRAPHIC DESIGN SERVICES 
 
The City of Bloomington Office of Economic Development is requesting proposals from 
qualified and experienced graphic artists to provide graphic design services for the City 
of Bloomington’s state-designated cultural district. Located in the heart of downtown, the 
Bloomington Entertainment and Arts District (BEAD) anchors Bloomington’s arts, 
culture, and entertainment. The City of Bloomington seeks to update its branding and 
communications after the launch of the BEAD 2018-2021 strategic plan.  
 
The scope of the services include developing creative, professional graphic concepts for 
the cultural district with a renewed brand identity. Some key deliverables include, but 
are not limited to: 
 

- An updated cultural district logo  
- Secondary logos for key cultural district character areas or corridors  
- Print and digital media marketing collateral 
- Social media marketing collateral 
- Print and digital maps and brochures 
- E-newsletter design and template  
- Annual report design and template 
- Branded powerpoint presentations 
- Cultural district banners or identifying geographic markers 

 
BACKGROUND  
The City of Bloomington recognizes that the arts are an important part of the culture and 
economy of the community, and that the City has a responsibility to foster an 
environment conducive to arts participation. The conservation and development of the 
city’s artistic resources are essential to its social, educational, and economic growth. 
Artists, works of art, and artistic institutions contribute to the quality of life and the 
general welfare of the citizens of Bloomington and are an appropriate matter of concern 
to the government of the city. The Bloomington Entertainment and Arts District seeks to 
bring the business and creative sectors together to advance commerce and culture, 
build community and spur economic development. 



 
BEAD is a state-designated cultural district. It is a geographically defined, mixed-use 
cultural district capitalizing on local and regional assets that are specific to the cultural, 
economic and social issues of Bloomington. BEAD emphasizes the high concentration 
of creative assets and related activities to strengthen and enhance the overall economic 
development of the community, and it provides a connective link to a variety of 
incentives, programs and grants to benefit its major stakeholder groups and users: the 
community, visitors, the creative, cultural and entertainment sectors and small business. 
 
For more information about Bloomington’s commitment to arts and culture, see the 
Public Art Master Plan and the Americans for the Arts: Arts and Economic Prosperity IV 
for Bloomington on the City website: https://bloomington.in.gov/arts 
 
QUALIFICATIONS:  
Graphic Designer shall be responsive and responsible, and have the knowledge, 
capability, experience, and personnel to render the services requested to successfully 
complete graphic design services. 

 
SELECTION PROCESS:  
All proposals deemed responsive to this request will be reviewed. Selection of the 
successful Graphic Designer will be based on cost, experience, ability, and overall 
quality of work. 
  
The City may make an award to the Graphic Designer who submits a proposal judged 
by the City to be the most advantageous.   
 
Discussions and negotiations may take place with a short list of Graphic Designer to 
ensure clarification and to obtain a best and final offer.  
 
FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY: 
The Graphic Designer is not required to submit a certified check or provide proof of 
financial responsibility. The City shall not be liable for any cost incurred by a Graphic 
Designer in the preparation of this RFP or for any work or services performed by a 
respondent prior to the execution and delivery of a contract between the City and the 
Graphic Designer. The City will not reimburse any costs, expenses, damages, or losses 
incurred by any Graphic Designer at any time unless the City has expressly agreed to 
do so in writing, regardless of whether a Graphic Designer is selected or not. 
 
  
AWARD:  
Once the proposals are opened and evaluated by the City, taking into consideration the 
criteria stipulated in this RFP, the City may make an award to the Graphic Designer who 
submits the proposal judged by the City to be the most advantageous. The City 
reserves the right to award on an all-or-none basis, or award to multiple Graphic 
Designers if it is in the best interest of the City.   



 
Please note that the design/ownership/copyright and original source (Illustrator, 
Photoshop) files must remain with the City and that all work product created as part of 
this project will be the sole property of the City. 
 
A copy of the Request for Proposal (RFP) can be obtained by contacting Sean 
Starowitz, Assistant Director of the Arts, City of Bloomington Economic & Sustainable 
Development Office, 401 N. Morton St. Ste. 150, Bloomington, IN, or at 812-349-3534. 
The Proposal Packet is also available for download on the City website: 
https://bloomington.in.gov/rfp 
 
Sealed proposals shall be submitted and clearly labeled with Proposal Name and RFP 
number. No electronic or facsimile submittals will be accepted. Proposals must be 
delivered to the address listed below no later than 4:30 p.m. local time, Friday, May 
25th, 2018. Proposals received after this date and time will not be considered or 
accepted. 
 
City of Bloomington 
Office of Economic and Sustainable Development 
Attn: Sean Starowitz, Assistant Director for the Economic Development of the Arts 
401 N Morton St., Ste. 150 
Bloomington, IN 47404 
 
The Office of Economic and Sustainable Development reserves the right to accept or 
reject any or all proposals, either in whole or in part; to award a contract to other than 
the lowest priced proposal; to waive any irregularities and/or informalities; and in 
general to make awards in any manner deemed to be in the best interest of the City. 
 
 
OFFICE OF ECONOMIC AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
CITY OF BLOOMINGTON 
Sean Starowitz, Assistant Director for the Economic Development of the Arts 
  
 


